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Columbus Recreation and Parks Department and REI Partnership  

Expands Columbus Waterway Access 
 

 

(COLUMBUS, Ohio) – The Columbus Recreation and Parks Department and the Tuttle Park Community 

Recreation Council have received a $10,000 stewardship grant from REI to support the development of safe 

and sustainable access to the Olentangy Water Trail from Tuttle Park – one of the most popular recreational 

areas in central Ohio. The project is scheduled to begin in the fall.  

 

“Paddling continues to grow in popularity and we want to provide convenient and safe access points along our 

waterways,” said Tony Collins, Director, Columbus Recreation and Parks Department.  “Support from partners 

like REI makes it possible for us to better serve our community while protecting our natural environment.”    

 

“REI invests millions annually with local nonprofit organizations to preserve and maintain trails, waterways 

and parks where community members enjoy the outdoors,” said Abby Rhodebeck, Ohio Outdoor Programs and 

Outreach Coordinator, REI. “Our co-op model means that as we grow, so does our ability to create access to 

and steward the places we love. REI in Columbus is very excited to partner with Columbus Recreation and 

Parks.” 

 

The Olentangy Water Trail runs through the heart of Columbus, from the Broad Meadows pedestrian bridge 

downstream to the confluence with the Scioto River. The trail provides access to several Columbus parks and 

flows through historic neighborhoods and The Ohio State University campus. Proximity to the Olentangy 

Greenways Trail allows for a combination of paddling and cycling opportunities.  
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